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more information.
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Happy New Year! 2026

A message from District President, Sandie Harjala

hat is God calling you to do or change in the coming
year? Is He stretching you to come out of your
comfort zone?

This year is the second year of my four-year term as your
LWML Mid-South District President.

You know what? I feel stretched! This is not a job to do
on your own. You need support — lots of it. But it is there
waiting for you to ask. Your sisters in Christ are willing, but
they need you to ask them and be specific. It will give them
joy to know that they are serving, not just the LWML, but
also Jesus Christ.

Serving in any capacity requires people. Trying to do it by
yourself leads to severe burnout.

When Moses was leading the Israelites, his father-in-law,
Jethro, saw that he needed help. He gave Moses some very
good advice. We all can follow that. You can read that in
Exodus 18:13-26.

My question to each of you, whether you are a group
president, zone president, committee chairman or pastoral
counselor is: Are you delegating responsibilities?

God will equip you. Pray and spend time in the true word
of God. That is where you will find out what God requires of
us . . . to know the One God sent.

I will tell you a secret. I am terrified when I think about
the convention in Springdale, Arkansas. It will be a first
time for me to be the one leading it. But I know it will be
a great event. Not because of anything I did, but because
there is a great team in Northwest Arkansas doing a lot of
planning and the rest of the district getting excited to attend.
But foremost — God is in control and He has our backs!

We all need to take time to have a quiet time with the Lord.
Here are a few keys that may help you:

Set an unbreakable appointment. Be realistic. Start slow,
say 10 minutes.

+ Have a special place to be alone with God. Look at how

continued on page 2

1 First Quarter 2026


https://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.midsouthlwml.org

PHOTO BY YFNPHILIP ON LUTHERANSTOCKPHOTOS.COM

often Jesus went away from the crowds to be alone with
the Father

- Have your Bible with you. Maybe a journal or small
notebook and something to write with. Listen to the
quiet. Speak to God as you would with a friend.

« Pray for others and for guidance. Sing if you like to. God
loves to hear you.

That’s enough for now, but let me know how the Lord is

using these few minutes.

Your sister in Christ,
Sandie Harjala

May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish

Read the advice Jethro gave
Moses in Exodus 18:13-26.

the work of our hands for us — yes, establish the work of
our hands. Psalm 90:17 (NIV)

Happy New Year . . . Find the Joy!

For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given (Isaiah 9:6a NIV).

y niece is expecting her second child

the end of January and as you can
imagine, our family is excited to have
another person to love. When I read the
above scripture verse on a Christmas card, I
thought about my niece’s joyful anticipation
of welcoming her second son, but I also
thought about Mary, the mother of Jesus. As
an unmarried, pregnant teenager, I’m sure
her initial thoughts were more of fear than
joyful anticipation. I can only imagine the
relief she felt when Joseph took her home as
his wife after the angel of the Lord appeared
to him, . . . though I’m sure they were both
still uneasy knowing that the child she was
carrying was the Son of God.

When do you suppose they became joyful?
Our fall retreats had the theme

“Experience the Joy, then Share it.” 1
Thessalonians 5:16a says to rejoice always,
but how can we be joyful with all the bad
stuff going on in our world? As Christians,
our joy is not dependent upon our
circumstances. Our joy comes from knowing
God sent Jesus to die on the cross for OUR
sins so we could have a relationship with
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by Diane Reimold, Second Vice President

Him and spend eternity with Him in Heaven
once our earthly life is over.

but God shows his love for us in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us
(Romans 5:8).

No matter how bad things get, we can
remain joyful knowing that Jesus is our Lord
and Savior and one day we will all be in
Heaven worshipping Him. Now that’s joyful
anticipation!

Dates and reminders
Payment for the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly
subscriptions from each group for 2026
are due to your zone treasurer by January
15, 2026. Zone payments to the district
Financial Secretary are due by February
15. Each zone president will receive a
spreadsheet showing the total number of
subscriptions and cost for their zone. As a
reminder, the cost of an annual subscription
(4 issues) has increased to $6.50 for 10 or
more copies sent to the same address and
$8.00 for quantities of 9 or less sent to the
same address. Thank you in advance for
adhering to these deadlines.

God’s continued blessings to you and
Happy New Year!!
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Whoooo will be our next YWRs?

adies, are you under the age of 40¢? You could be a
Young Woman Representative at the next LWML Mid-
South District Convention to be held in Springdale, Arkansas,
on June 12-14, 2026. Just register for the convention, check
the box for YWR, and you will represent your local group,
learn all about the mission grants, service opportunities,
and make new friends.
If you are over the age of 40, please invite a
gal that attends your church to come with
you to the Convention and inspire the next
generation of Sisters in Christ who “Serve the
Lord with Gladness.”
See page 4 of this League Letter for more
information about the convention and
registration details. —Kathleen Bohlken

-

uring the month of January, the LWML Mid-South

District Endowment Fund Committee will begin to
accept applications until April 15 for the upcoming year to
disperse funds to individuals for the purpose of:

Scholarship Assistance: Monetary assistance to events that
may be of benefit to service in the LWML.

Leader Development: Monetary assistance for the purpose
related to leader development of current and future
leaders to enhance their skills and be of benefit to
ministry in the LWML.

As soon as funds are determined to be available, there
will be a special message sent. Forms are found under the
endowment fund on the LWML Mid-South District web site.
Please be thinking about how you can use these funds to
benefit yourself or someone else. If there are any questions,
please feel free to contact me at the email link below.

—Mary Pruitt, LWML Mid-South District Endowment Fund Chairman

endowmentfund@midsouthlwml.org
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Returning God'’s Blessings

‘- -four estate plan can
enable you to express

your Christian faith.
Have you ever thought to
express your faith and
desire for your family to
remain in the faith in a
short, succinctly written
piece you can share as a
lasting testimony even
after the Lord calls you
home? You might also
consider letting your loved
ones know the impact
they made on you during
your life with a short letter
to be included in your
estate plan or will. Linda
Gage, LWML Gift Planning
Counselor, can help you
to initiate this project,
including sharing some
examples.

To get started,
contact Linda at at
linda.gage@lfnd.org or
call her at 800-741-4138.
Diane Reimold has put a
gift plan together and is
available to answer any
questions you may have.
She can be reached at
giftsoflove@midsouthlwml.
org.
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LWML Mid-South District 29th Biennial Convention ¢ June 12-14, 2026

Everything You Need to Know to Go!

Who: Anyone in the Mid-South

District

What: A wonderful time of fellowship,

worship, and great speakers
When: June 12-14, 2026
Where: The Holiday Inn

Springdale/Fayetteville

and will bring greetings from the national
LWNML Board of Directors.

Offering Recipients
- Offering #1 will be for our LWML
Mid-South District Mission Goal

- Offering #2 will be for Loving

Worship: Salem Lutheran Church,

Springdale, Arkansas Choices Pregnancy Centers

in Rogers, Fayetteville, and
Springdale

To go directly to the webpage, click here,
OR navigate to www.midsouthlwml.org,

I select News and Events,
then District Convention.
Click on the link that
takes you to all the
convention pages.

- Offering #3 will be Hope Cottages,
Harrison, Arkansas

Gifts from the Heart Recipient
Compassion Ministries provides safe havens
for young mothers aged 11 to 21. We will
collect a variety of items including diapers,

Fvenl Calendar

Zone Events

District Retreats

National Convention l
J

Registration wipes and gift cards.

Registration is open!
There is no online regis-
tration for this convention. Just complete
the fillable form, save it, and mail it with
your payment to the address provided.

The menu at

midsouthlwml.org Opening Worship

Our Friday evening worship service will be
held at Salem Lutheran Church in Springdale,
Arkansas. It is less than a 15-minute drive
from our hotel and is easy to get to.
Housing

We will be staying at the Holiday Inn
Springdale/Fayetteville Area, which is in
Springdale, Arkansas. Our room block is
available for reservations so don’t delay!

Publicity Helps

There are a variety of “blurbs” available
for you to furnish to your church secretary.
There are bulletin bytes — short plugs
about the convention that go in the
Sunday bulletin. And there are also longer
items that can go in the monthly church
newsletter. There’s even a skit you can
perform! Be sure to use these to publicize
the convention! Find them here.

Ll
Special Guests ‘
« Our keynote speaker will be
Deaconess Dr. Tiffany Manor,
Managing Director, Mercy,
LCMS Office of National

Mission.
Young Women

We look forward to seeing young women,
aged 18-40 among us! Any young woman is
welcome to participate in special activities.
There are no other qualifications other than
age. So please encourage young women in
your congregation to attend!

- Reverend Dr. Roger Paavola
will join us and bring
greetings from the LCMS
Mid-South District.

- Debbie Yocky, LWML Public
Relations Director will be
our LWML representative

Dr. Roger Paavola
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A New Year Brings New Possibilities
by Lois Hobby-Clayton, Nominating Committee

appy New Year from your LWML Mid- the organizational and convention
South District Nominating Committee. budgets.
This is the time of year when we look C. keep a record of all deposits made by
forward to making changes for the better. the Financial Secretary and an itemized
Items at the top of our resolution list often account of all disbursements.

D. prepare financial reports for the
convention, the Board of Directors
and Executive Board as outlined
in the District Directives.

pertain to improving our health: better
diet, weight loss, or start a new
exercise program. Maybe we are
looking to spend more time with —
family and friends or to travel more.
Or, perhaps, you are looking to have

For more details on this position
and the other positions that need to

a closer relationship with our Lord be filled (2nd VP, 4th VP, Nominating

and Savior, Jesus Christ. Committee and Recording Secretary) go
Whatever your goals are, the Nominating to the LWML Mid-South District website,

Committee has opportunities for you to join midsouthlwml.org under the About Tab/District

your sisters in Christ, serving Him, as a Directives.

LWML Mid-South District Officer. Today I If you feel the Holy Spirit nudging

am highlighting the position of Treasurer. you, please give prayerful consideration

to joining your LWML district Board of
Directors and see where God can take you in
your journey with Him.

The Treasurer is a member of the Executive
Board and the Board of Directors. She
attends meetings of these bodies and the

district convention at district expense. It is If you have any questions about this
not required, but recommended, that any position or any of the other open positions,
candidate have a working knowledge of please contact us.
Microsoft Excel and QuickBooks. In His Peace, LWML Mid-South
The Treasurer shall: Nominating Committee 2024-2026
A. be chairman of the Finance Committee o )

(see Article XIII, Section 2 B of the Teri Miller - Terilm3zo3@yahoo.com

district bylaws). Lois Hobby-Clayton - lIhclayton@gmail.com

B. with the Finance Committee, prepare ) ) )
» PTEp Tiffany Nelson - tiffanyekrebs@gmail.com

2026 LWNML Prayer he 2026 LWML Prayer Service, based on the acronym
P.R.A.Y.E.R. — Praise, Remember, Ask, Yield,

Service Available Excitement, Rejoice — is a classic, yet updated, service from
over a decade ago. The author, Rev. Barrie E. Henke, wrote
(g ey W f it that the service “prompts the participants to remember that

_, God does not speak to His children in prayer. Rather, His
RAISE

children speak to Him, assured that He readily speaks to

LAENAEE them in His Word and in the Sacraments, as the Holy Spirit

o gives His divine counsel through very clear direction or,
[\E(]]]E] . sometimes, His ‘nudging.’” The service, along with bulletin,

powerpoint, and promotional resources, is available for

EJOICE .
e download at www.lwml.org/prayer-service.
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Sharing Advent Hope in a New Year

A the New Year begins and we celebrate the season

of Epiphany, we look back at Advent and Christmas. All
the memories we made brought us so much joy. What part
of that joy will we carry into the new year?

The Advent Hope we experienced doesn’t go in a box. It
lives inside of us and is seen as we live out the Christmas
story, presenting gifts to those God places in our lives.

One box you definitely shouldn’t pack away is your
mite box, where you collect all those beautiful coins and
dollars in support of our current mission grants.
Since our last League Letter, we were able to issue
the grant payments for Compassion Closet in East
Tennessee and the First Lutheran Hot Springs,
Arkansas, Transportation for Wheelchair Bound!! We have a
few more grants to fund, including Camp Trinity, Lutheran
Braille Workers, Concordia Ft. Wayne Seminary Food Pantry,
and our last scholarship for Professional Church Workers.

We now begin to reflect and pray over the 39 grant
applications we’ve received. Wow!!! I am currently sending
out signature requests for those grant applications. If you are
an LWML group president, zone president, or church pastor
of a submitted grant, please watch for a signature document
in your email. In January, after all the signatures are gathered,
LCMS District President Paavola will review the grants before
they go to the grant committee. The grant committee will
meet via Zoom to discuss the applications and, in the spring,
will notify those who will be on the 2026 convention ballot.
Please keep the grant committee in prayer, as we discern
which grants God wants us to place on the ballot.

Servant Event Reports and Photos Needed

Also, please remember that the Mission Servants Committee
needs photos of servant events your groups have supported.
You will find a form link here to submit your pictures and

a short write-up. If you can’t submit a form via the link,
bring your pictures and information to the convention in
Springdale, Arkansas, June 12-14, 2026.

A blessed New Year, filled with Advent Hope
In this new year, may Advent Hope lead us to see with
mission-filled eyes what God is doing around us. May it
remind us that we walk accompanied, supported, and loved
by The One to whom we have drawn near throughout this
past Advent and Christmas season. Have a blessed New Year
and as you serve the Lord with gladness in 2026.
—Laurie Sanders, LWML Mid-South District
Third Vice President & Mission Grant Chairman
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Like our new
Facebook page!

9 Like £ Share

0

Lutheran Women's Missionary League Mid-
South Distriet

We have a new page on
Facebook. We were not able
to transfer our followers
from the old page, so please
Like and Follow the new
page—and spread the word
by Sharing posts with your
friends on Facebook!

facebook.com/LWMLMSD

Keep sending
in those mites!

ﬁ ol Wwi':ﬂ!f 1

= in Mission LW

Find the District

Grant Table here:

midsouthlwml.org/
grantinfo/MissionGrantsTable.pdf
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Wise Men (and Women) Seek Him in a New Year

A devotional message from Pastor Gordon Smith, Senior Pastoral Counselor

Beloved, I am writing you no
new commandment, but an old
commandment that you had from the
beginning. The old commandment is the
word that you have heard. At the same
time, it is a new commandment that [ am
writing to you, which is true in him and
in you, because the darkness is passing
away and the true light is already shining
(1 John 2:7-8).

Happy New Year!!! This may
yet be ringing in your ears
as you read this little message

of mine . . . or you may have
already put away your holiday
decorations for another year and
are looking forward to a bit more
“normalcy” as the hectic holiday pace yields
to the mundane. Either way, God’s blessings
to you all!

Many folks make an effort each New Year
to make “resolutions” in order to change
something about themselves in the new
year . . . in order to create a sense of “New
Year—New You”. . . and I’m right there
with those who may be doing so this year.
As I reach my 65th trip around the sun, and
have registered for Medicare, I intend to
make a concerted effort to make myself a bit
heathier this year . . . physically, anyways.

I earnestly desire to be a better steward

of this body that the Good Lord has given
me, so as to not become a burden upon my
family later on. I wish to be like many who
want their “Golden Years” to be about truly
enjoying life, especially as I look towards
retirement. I don’t want to have to spend an
extraordinary amount of my “gold” paying
for medications or other such health-care
items that often sap senior’s financial
resources.

However . . . as that age-old adage tells
us, “The road to Hell is paved with good
intentions,” my desires may not come to
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fruition . . . because the one thing I never
can seem to change is my HUMAN NATURE

... I, and all other human beings, are born

with an innate desire to “Look Out for
Number One,” and this often is in conflict
with what’s good for us. I truly want to
improve my health, but that requires some
self-discipline. I have to be careful about
things WAY more than I have in the past . .
. things like what I put in my
mouth, especially things that
may not be all that healthy
for a 65 year old. I’'m not that
young, military gentleman who
needed to maintain certain
physical standards in order
to be a viable member of this
wonderful nation’s defensive forces.

Enough about the “old” (thank goodness).
We’re focusing on the “New.” This “New”
year is a gift from Our God and Lord because
it does give us an opportunity to start fresh.
We’re given another chance to “Turn over
a New Leaf” as we turn over a new month,
or break out a whole new calendar. (Does
anybody still do that, or do we just all use
our calendar app on our cell phones?) And,
just as in the quote from St. John’s first
Epistle that I used above, we’ve all be given
something new . . . another new Epiphany
season to seek out the Light of Christ.

Seeking Jesus . . . just like those “Wise
Men”. . . looking for Him, to worship and
bring Him our gifts . . . our time, talent, and
treasure. Bring to Him the Glory due Him as
the giver of all good things, so that we may
renew our dedication to serve Him as we are
able. And, maybe, if we simultaneously work
on things like taking better care of ourselves,
physically and spiritually, we might even be
able to serve Him better than before.

God’s blessings in this New Year, as you
continue in the way you should go...now
and forever, AMEN!
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in News, reports, and activities from the
C l O n 10 Zones of the LWML Mid-South District

God is always working!

s you have read about the Mid-South
District Grant to the Compassion Closet,
I witnessed another way God was helping
that organization.

A few years back I became aware of the
Compassion Closet through friends who are
foster parents. I convinced them to apply for
the grant. They did and it was voted in, just
as this one was. The Compassion Closet not
only helps foster children, but also teens A
who are taken from trafficking situations. g’

Last week I was getting out my car when r A
one of my friends drove by. She has been a long-time
volunteer and foster parent, and adopted one of those
children. Her SUV was packed with boxes so full there was
no room for another person. She told me they were getting
ready for a Christmas Party to give away gifts to the foster
kids. The fostering parents needed to register so they knew
how many gifts would be needed. The cut off was 100, but
something went wrong with the online registration form and
it did not cut off and they ended up with 300 kids registered!
But God took care of that! She had donations of 200 more
gifts! I am so thankful that the LWML and others can help
organizations such as these! Keep those Mites coming!

—Sandie Harjala, President, LWML Mid-South District

Compassion

Closet Ministry Grant
Presentation in
Knoxville, Tennessee

On November 21, a check for
$7,000 was presented to Julie
Gillen, Executive Director, for
grant K-Compassion Closet
Ministry. Shown, left to
right, are Becky Grese, East
TN Zone President; Mary
Krempasky, Grace, Knoxville,
Group President; Julie Gillen,
Compassion Closet Executive
Director; and Sandie Harjala,
LWML Mid-South District
President.

Seek. Pray. Serve. The 2025-2027 LWML planner

This free, downloadable planning

resource includes 24 months of Bible e
studies, devotions, sketches, and

more. The planner makes it easy for

leaders to find materials, studies, and “ o
activities to use at monthly meetings. A i g ooy, | TR —
More than 50 devotions are ) & e o
included. Click or scan the [ AY R g

QR code at right to learn E“ F::f =

more or download the
printable pdf.

M wo ear PLOMNRT e

LWML Mid-South District League Letter 8
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Hope Lutheran Church, Women of Hope LWML, Year in Review

Laurie Stephens, president, Hope Lutheran’s Women of Hope LWML, Jacksonville, Arkansas

he members of Hope Lutheran’s Women

of Hope LWML in Jacksonville, Arkansas,
enthusiastically embrace their pledge to
serve the Lord to bring others into eternal
fellowship with Him.

Our year in review:
January: Evangelism & Membership
Pizza Night

Casserole donations to The Van
(local homeless shelter)

Helped with church clean up after
Epiphany
Casseroles/meals to support local
Warming Center in Jacksonville
February: Crop, Craft & Coffee Klutch Weekend—
time to fellowship
LWML meeting speaker, Keith Schalk, on cyber
security
March: Thrivent grant for Easter basket supplies
secured

Crop, Craft & Coffee Klutch Weekend—
fellowship time

96 Easter baskets completed for the local
Options Pregnancy Center and The Call, a
foster assistance group

Prepping for the Lutheran World Relief hygiene
kits (boxed in October)

April: Delivered Easter baskets to The Call and
Options Pregnancy Center

Members helped with Easter breakfast and
Easter egg hunt at Hope

Attended the Spring Rally in Hot Springs
Game Night for LWML member fellowship
May: Salad Luncheon—reach out to all ladies in

the church

Help with sewing pillowcases and cozies for
Arkansas Children's Hospital

LWML Mid-South District League Letter

The Year
in Review

Thrivent grant secured for new choir computer

Thrivent grant secured for Adult Sunday School
Bible Study material

June: Sponsored the Annual Summer Cereal Food
Drive with congregation

2025

Thrivent grant secured for the cereal drive
for local food pantry

Thrivent grant secured for VBS material

Several members volunteered for VBS; 30
children served!!

July: 212 pounds of breakfast items
donated to the Care Channel

One of our youth members, Lilly Green,
volunteered as a counselor-in-training at Camp
Trinity at Petit Jean

August: Raised $803 for missions through Annual
Bake Sale Auction

September: Four ladies attended the Mid-South
Retreat in Clinton, Arkansas

October: Nine ladies attended the Fall Rally in Hot
Springs Village, Arkansas

Raised $340 in Noisy Offerings to send to Mites
collection

Held a Silent Auction in conjunction with the
church Oktoberfest. This was a community
outreach. Raised near $800 for missions.
Ladies donated volunteer time to the
Oktoberfest

Assembled collected donations to create 96

hygiene kits for Lutheran World Relief
November: Soup Night fellowship time for

women in the church

Assisted in the Hanging of the Greens for

Advent

December: Raised $320 for a Love Stocking
gift to be given to families in need within the
congregation
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Faith Lutheran Church, Tullahoma, Tennessee

On LWML Sunday, we

participated in the worship

_ service as ushers and readers.

@ A special thank you to Colleen

Bakke who made our lovely

. banner this year. We sold

| bottles of honey and collected
| S410 for the Dakota Boys and

| Girls Ranch. Darlette Miller
and Phyllis Meech were our
treasurers.

The Faith Lutheran Women
in Mission in Tullahoma prepared &
100 resource bags this fall for
Good Samaritan to pass out to
the homeless. In addition, we
made 150 personal care kits for Lutheran World
Relief, and the quilters sent 24 quilts, and 8 fabric
and thread kits. Luke and Ella Byrom, Dr. Abbie
Byrom’s children, and Dale and Chase Adams, Lerch; Treasurer,
Darlette Miller’s grandsons, helped assemble the ' Darlette Miller. We
kits. Crystal Adams, Darlette Miller and Chase are looking forward to a servant-filled year.
Adams traveled to Nashville to deliver the boxes.

New officers for 2026
are President, Vicky
Kline; Vice President,
Kathleen Penner;
Secretary, Eileen

Concordia Lutheran Church, Kingsport, Tennessee

he Concordia LWML met at Ladell McWhirter’s home for their
annual Christmas party. After sharing a heavy snack supper and a
fun skit they got down to the business of very local mission grants —
like district or national grants on a Kingsport level.
Traditionally the group remembers congregational shut-in’s
first and then spends down the general fund. This year the group
remembered Kingsport Community Ministry
Center (helps pay utility bills and rent for those
in need); Family Promise, a transitional
program for homeless families (received
a district grant this biennial for building
repairs); Hope House, a crisis pregnancy
center (received a district grant in the last
biennial); and Oasis for women, a laundry and
shower facility (benefitted from a district grant for
Bible study materials four years ago). The group feels blessed
to be able to share our treasure with organizations with whom
we also share our time.

i

Part of the group
Above: Becky Grese and Ladell McWhirter in the skit “the Christian Ostrich.” enjoying fellowship
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Grace Lutheran ChlllfCh, Murfreesboro, Tennessee

n October 5, LWML

Sunday, the Women
of Grace displayed some
of the quilts sewn by our
Thursday Quilters Group on
the pews. These quilts will
be distributed to Lutheran
World Relief and local
charities like Youth Villages,
Isaiah 117 House and the
Veterans Administration.

We also had a beautiful

quilt giveaway which
raised money for mission
work locally and nationally
through mites, quilts,
baptismal banners, fruit
baskets, and more.

Our quilt and craft fundraiser for
missions.

Our group on the visit to Blue
Monarch.

LWML Mid-South District League Letter
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Visit to Blue Monarch
On Monday, November
10, instead of our monthly
meeting, a group of nine
of us took a field trip to
Blue Monarch, one of the
organizations we support.
Blue Monarch provides
opportunities for women
with children who are
overcoming addiction, abuse
and economic hardship.
Shakia Craig, Officer
of Development and
Community Relations and
Blue Monarch graduate,
provided a very insightful
tour of the property. We
also heard from a few of the
current residents, toured
the 8-family Rechter Home
and the Out of the Blue

1

Granola kitchen. They call
the granola “Granola with
a Purpose” because it offers
job training, helps develop
a positive work history
and provides a valuable
opportunity to gain self-
respect and develop self-
sufficiency. (https://www.
outofthebluegranola.com/
process)

To learn more about Blue
Monarch, visit https://www.
bluemonarch.org/.

Rechter Home
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Our Savior Lutheran Church, Nashville, Tennessee

Our Savior Lutheran Church’'s LWML Group
sponsored a fun event titled “Brownie 500.” The goal

Room in the Inn, a ministry that feeds over 200
homeless men per day, and provides shelter. Using
a Thrivent Action Team grant, 84 boxes of brownie
mix were purchased. Congregation members were
invited to pick up two boxes of brownie mix — one
to bake for their family/friends, and one to bake
and return to Our Savior. Bakers were encouraged
to take an opportunity to explain to family and friends
that there are many people in need, and that the baked brownies
were going to be shared with those who are homeless. This was a
tremendous hit with the congregation members, and was a sweet treat
for the men of Room in the Inn.

MBER 15T
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Each month, immediately following our meeting, the Our Savior
LWML complete an activity that supports one of the missions/outreaches
they are engaged in. Here are three of those projects:

Following the November
meeting, one group of ladies
prepared toiletry bags for the
homeless men who are hosted
at Our Savior November-March
through the Room in the Inn
Winter shelter program. Another
group of ladies were in the
kitchen preparing breakfast
burritos to be served to the 14
men being hosted overnight at
Our Savior one night that week.

Following the October meeting,
the ladies prepared breakfast
burritos to deliver to the
firefighters that protect the
community where Our Savior
Lutheran Church and many
congregants reside. This was a
special “thank you"” to those who
serve our community.

" -
-8 e

Packing
toiletry bags
for the winter
shelter program,
and a sample
bag.

Above and top: Breakfast burritos
for community firefighters.

was to provide more than 500 brownies to Nashville’s

Following the December
meeting, the ladies participated
in decorating Christmas cookies
and personalizing and filling
Christmas stockings for the
residents of the Oak Cottage for
Women. Our Savior hosted the
Oak Cottage's Christmas party
and celebration of three new
graduates from the program.
The cookies served as dessert
for the event, and each resident
was gifted their personalized
stocking.

Christmas cookies and stocking
gifts for Oak Cottage for Women.
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Lutheran Women in Mission, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Memphis

Lutheran Women in Mission,
Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Memphis (West TN Zone) have been
participating in the LCMS District’s
CARE-Van project for many years
making school kits and personal care
kits that are then shipped to Lutheran
World Relief to be distributed

where needed. This year was no
exception and we made 32 school
kits and 34 personal care kits using

a Thrivent Action Team to purchase
the supplies. We always have a good
turnout when we assemble the kits.

For the past five years, Inmanuel Lutheran’s

LWML have also done a Pie Fundraiser making
homemade apple, blueberry, and cherry pies (with
handmade crusts) and selling them. We

had orders for 250 pies this year — the

most ever! We made pies on three

separate Saturdays and had many TO

G~

hands helping us, even ladies who are \ — /
not members of our LWML group. We

freeze them (using our school’s large 250
walk-in freezer) and include baking RIES!H!
instructions so they can be baked when

needed. Two of our ladies even sell pies at a vet’s
office and at a fitness gym. The money raised will

be tithed to mites and also help several ministries

of our church and school, including a donation to
help with the repair cost of a new freezer that died
the night before our first pie making Saturday.

__

About Visit Iwr.org/kits to learn how your group can partner with Lutheran World Relief
to support world mission needs in a caring, compassionate, and active way.
Lutheran .

World Relief
Care Kits

Personal Care Kits Baby Care Kits School Kits Fabric Kits
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Chattanooga Zone Fall Event, athens Tennessee

n October 4, 2026 the Chattanooga Zone
met at the Athens Lutheran Church
in Athens, Tennessee, for our annual fall
event. Our program was learning about an
organization called the Women at The Well.
This organization is a 15 month residential

program for women with life controlling
issues. The program theme was “Christ
Breaks Every Chain.” We learned how the
program uses the Word of God to teach the
students who God is and how He can help
them. As they develop their relationship
with the Lord the student begins to heal
from past hurts, with the help of the Lord.
Each participant told us where they were
before coming to the Women at the Well
organization, how they have healed with
the help of the organization, and how they
are today. Each person also had a special
scripture they associated with their healing.
Each of the five churches that attended were
asked to either bring items that the women
could use while at the organization or a
monitory donation. This presentation was
a true measure of how faith can help Break
Every Chain.

— Karen Mayland, Chattanooga Zone President

LWML Mid-South District East Retreat at Eagle Rock Camp
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A great time and a wonderful group, at the LWML Mid-South District
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East Retreat at beautiful Eagle Rock Camp, held September 26—28, 2025.

LWML Mid-South District League Letter

First Quarter 2026


https://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/LWMLMSD/
mailto:webmaster%40midsouthlwml.org?subject=About%20the%20League%20Letter

